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7903 EDITORIAL 161 

EDITORIAL 

THE ATLAS AND ENCYCLOPEDIA HABIT 

OW‘ many teachers and readers of geography, history or current 
events have the atlas and encyclopedia habit as strongly as could H be desired? IS it not true that a large majority of readers will 

follow the details of a campaign in Caesar’s Gallic War, or the progress of 
the Emperor William to Jerusaleni, or any other event that has a geo- 
graphic background, without ever referring to any more accurate map 
than the somewhat hazy and elusive outline that is one of their indistinct 
visual images? 

Not only history, geography and current events, but even fiction often 
needs a map as a companion if the reader is to gather the best from his 
reading. The best read men, and those who hold their facts in such an 
ordered form that they are always serviceable, are the men who look up 
every important place in an atlas, and who seek an encyclopedia for the 
additiond information necessary for the understanding of current events. 

The habit of interrupting one’s reading to consult a reference volume is 
hard to cultivate, because i t  seems to  break the continuity of thought. 
Yet this is the only way of acquiring the habit, and through the habit, 
the knowledge that makes for general culture. In  the come  of time the 
atlas or encyclopedia is only sought for the uncommon fact, just as there 
comes a time in reading a foreign language when the dictionary is only 
used occasionally. No student of French or German would think of get- 
ting along without a dictionary. In  his reading the dictionary would be 
a t  his side, and his hand wodd repch for it involuntarily, as the eye caught 
the first glimpse of the unfamiliar word and construction. In  the same 
way all readers in geographical lines should feel lonely without the com- 
forting companionship of a faithful encyclopedia and atlas. Every one 
should drill himself in the habit until i t  is ingrained, and all teachers 
should train their pupils to  use all kinds of reference volumes. The best 
training from school geography is that which leaves the pupil able to seek 
and use geographical information and to  separate the true from the untrue. 
This training can only come through constant study of the map and the 
encyclopedia. It is true that drill work on maps may kill interest in 
geography, but that is because it is introduced at  the wrong time or be- 
cause the facts are given as individual tasks for discipline only. In  the 
higher grades is the best place for training in the use of reference books, 
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because there the proper emphasis can be placed on relations between 
facts. 

We should also remember that a good map is the most accurate repre- 
sentation of a region we can get. Words, however pleasingly joined, in 
the descriptions of a traveler cannot give as clear cut a picture of a, region 
as can a map. A map gives only the facts so far as they are known to all 
students and is not biased in its presentation. It speaks for all men and 
not for an individual. Hence a map should be sought before an ency- 
clopedia or a descriptive text in most cases where such books of reference 
are needed. 

There is no better habit to  form than the atlas and encyclopedia habit, 
which is ingrained in all students of geography, and which deserves exploi- 
tation by all teachers of geography, or of any subject that deals with the 
relative distribution of phenomena in the world. 

REVIEWS 

The New England States. By Philip Emerson. Size, 7 x 54. Pp. viii and 128. 
Supplementary volume to Tarr &- McMurry’s Geographies. The Macmillan 
Company, 1901. 

Emerson’s volume on the Kern England States is selected for review because it 
is the best of the several volumes that have appeared as supplements to the Tarr &- 
McMurry Geographies. The order is logically progressive, and proper emphasis is 
constantly given to the relation between social and industrial conditions and physio- 
graphic facts. The author has a wealth of well ordered facts at his control and has 
shown great ability in weaving them together into a readable and appealing text. 
The book is well illustrated and the cuts are reproduced effectively. An appendix 
contains such statistical facts as may be needed for use in schools. 

The chapters on industries, pp. 33-66, deal with the details of fishing, lumbering, 
agriculture, quarrying, textile manufactures, shoe manufactures, manufactures of 
metals, and commerce. These chapters are very complete, clear in statement, and 
are valuable to all who have to deal with the technique of industries. 

The last fi€ty pages of the book are devoted to the general geography of the 
several states, treated in the order of their economic importance. The different 
states, except Vermont and Maine, are treated by physiographic divisions, but in 
some instances closer relation could have been shown between the physiography and 
the general geography. 

As a whole, the book is useful as a supplementary volume, both in New England 
and without, and is to be commended strongly. It lacks the spirit of advertising 
and the curt gazeteer tone of so many supplementary volumes, and can be read with 
pleasure, rather than as a task. The author has set a standard that his colleagues 
in the series will do well to emulate. B. E. D. 
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